Prairie Hill Puppies
             PUPPY CARE GUIDE
                                                 Print this off and refer to often.


Get the puppy home to its new environment.  Do not take the puppy anywhere else to shop or show it off for at least 3 days.  This is very important.   The pup has had a long journey and needs to get settled it asap.  No Petsmart trips, no trip to the groomer, no trips to friends, just go take your baby home and let it get rested and familiar with its new home.  Start crate training IMMEDIATELY for short bursts of time.

FEEDING:  Please feed the puppy NutriSource Small / Medium Breed Puppy Chicken Meal and Rice for all small and medium breed puppies and NutriSource Large Breed Puppy food Chicken Meal and Rice for large Breed Puppies. You can buy it at local farmers coop stores or use the link on the website to find a store near you.  FREE FEED for one week, then go to twice a day.  For small pups feed ½-3/4 cup twice and for medium breed pups .  These amounts are probably too much but they are growing quickly and will have growth spurts and their food intake will change daily.  Increase amounts as the puppy grows according to the back of the bag instructions. When the small or medium breed pup is about 9 months old you can go to once a day and change to NutriSource Adult Chicken and Rice Recipe they sell a small bites formula and a regular adult formula, choose the one that best fits the size of your adult.  As for the large breed adults we recommend to go to NutriSource Large breed adult chicken and rice recipe  Please do NOT CHANGE the brand/type of food!

DO NOT FEED PEOPLE FOOD!!!  Treats are an important part of training reward but only in SMALL amounts!  If your pup only eats a cup of food a day and you are giving 10 treats a day, that will fill him up and then he won’t want his food.  The treats aren’t meant to replace their dry kibble.  

SUPPLEMENT:  Order your Nuvet vitamin supplement online on the link on our website or by calling 1-800-474-7044 and give them order code 97915.  You must have this to order it as it is not available to the general public.  We love this product and feel that it is essential to your puppies long term health.   A 90 Day supply is $55. You can also save 15% with autoship feature.  We give a half a wafer to small puppies under 5lb and a whole wafer to pups over 5lb.

VET APPOINTMENT

Take your puppy to your vet within 72 hours for vet exam to keep your guarantee in effect.  Take your shot record so you vet can see what he/she has received at my kennel and when they are due next.  DO NOT LET YOUR VET GIVE A SHOT This soon.  Allow the puppy to settle in their new home before giving another shot, at least a week.    A puppy needs at the minimum three rounds of puppy boosters to be protected.  If it is given any closer than every 2-3 wks it is not going to do any good.  DO NOT LET YOUR VET GIVE HEARTWORM PROTECTION this young.  SOME VETS WILL WANT TO GIVE A PUPPY BOOSTER, HEARTWORM MEDS, REVOLUTION, ADVANTIX OR FRONTLINE ON THE NECK, AND KENNEL COUGH VACCINE ALL AT ONCE.  THIS IS WAY TOO MUCH ON A NEW TRANSITIONING PUPPY AND IT CAN BE FATAL.  THIS ALL WEAKENS THEIR IMMUNE SYSTEM AND IS JUST TOO MUCH FOR THEM ON TOP OF GOING TO A NEW HOME.  ASK FOR THE Well puppy EXAM AND A FECAL CHECK ONLY.  Remember you are in control, not them.  You don’t have to sit back and let them do all this to your puppy.  They also do not realize that you JUST got the pup.  Tell the vet the pup needs time to settle in first.

There are many things to watch for but I have found these to be the most common.  I cannot stress the importance of 
up-to-date immunizations are to your pet and monthly deworming.

Watch puppies’ stool for the following: diarrhea, blood, or gel like substance.  These are all signs of stress.  
Call the vet and discuss right away.  For loose stools from stress with travel you can give ½ cc pepto bismol or 1/4cc of immodium.  

Deworming:  We suggest Safeguard 10% fenbendazole (you can buy online in small amounts labeled for livestock and it’s the same thing your vet calls Panacur).  Dosing is 1cc per 4lb for three consecutive days in a row once a month.  At 12-16 weeks you can start monthly heartworm prevention like Heartguard.

FLEA TICK prevention like Frontline or Advantage can be started around 12-16wks.   If you decide to go with some of the newer oral products that take care of both like Nexgard, please make sure to start it on a weekday morning, just in case of a reaction you can get to your vet and not have to see the emergency clinic.  An easy alternative is Adams flea and tick shampoo.  You can dilute it also and it also comes in a spray bottle so you can spray the belly and feet if in grassy areas.


VIRUSES:  
Do not let your puppy down on public ground where other dogs have been.  Parvo lives in the dirt FOR YEARS from where 
infected dogs may have gone potty.  Until your pup has had its last puppy booster, this is very important.  If you’ve had a 
dog that has had parvo, call your vet about how to sanitize the ground and yard.  

Signs of parvo are vomiting, diarrhea and lethargy. This is a very deadly disease and must be treated by a vet immediately for good results. Corona is a similar puppy virus that is less fatal but still very serious.  VACCINATE!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

Keep your pup current on it's Kennel Cough vaccine which is due every 6 months.  Kennel cough sounds like a dry hacking cough and can be caused by getting too cold and wet or they will catch it from other dogs.  It can also be brought on by allergies.

BATHING:
When bathing do not get water into ears or up nose.  Moisture left in ear canal causes infection.  If you do get water in ears, flush with ear cleaner like Zymox.  After bath, make sure you dry puppy completely.  If I need to clean the pups nose area, I will lather it up with baby shampoo and right before I put it under the faucet I will pinch it’s nostrils so it doesn’t breathe in.  Do this only for 1-2 seconds and then let the pup take a breath and repeat.  Use a shampoo just for puppies that is tearless. Rinse very thoroughly.   Keep the potty trail area clean and trimmed regularly.  They can get dry skin in the winter just like we can from over bathing.  Make sure to use a conditioner.  Also, if your puppy scratches, use an oatmeal and aloe Vera shampoo and conditioner.  Scratching can also be caused by not rinsing well enough.

Ear infection is common in dogs that have ear hair and dogs with floppy down ears.  Ear hairs must be pulled about every 8 weeks.  I use R7 ear powder that makes the hair very easy to pull with your fingers.  Your groomer should do this with every visit.  It will keep infection down.  Poodles are very prone to yeasty ears.  It is caused by dirt and moisture and is a yeast infection.   A sour smell in the ear or a black gunk in the ear is a sure sign of an ear infection. They will also scratch and claw at the ear and it will become very sensitive.  It is important to follow each bath with an ear cleaner to dry out the canal.
Check for debris carefully using a qtip.   Keep cleaning until the qtip comes clean (be careful not to go too deep).  I usually put about 5 drops or so into each ear and let sit and massage the ear for a minute or so and then clean out.  You can buy Zymox Ear Wash online and see your vet for ear infection drops to clear up any infection. A true ear infection will require prescription drops from your vet. 

BEHAVIOR ISSUES:

Please seek professional assistance with any training issue and contact us!

Biting and chewing are all a part of the puppy's teething and chewing needs.  Just like a human baby, puppies have oral 
fixations with chewing and is a part of their growth phase.  A favorite thing to chew on is your hand, if you let them.  And 
with small children and their tender skin, this can be painful.  A puppy has very small sharp teeth.  You must discourage 
this or it will get worse.  Always have a chew toy in hand if sitting for a long period with the puppy.  Soft toys or rubber 
chew toys are good teethers.  You can use a word to discourage this, no is not understood, a noise in a harsh tone is 
enough.  This works only if you also have a good praise word to mean the opposite.  As far as chewing on furniture or 
other unwanted items, spray with bitter apple spray.  Have lots of chew toys for the puppy.  Nylabones are great for puppies chewing needs!  Bully sticks are a great chew and also pig ears, but be very careful to remove the last small piece to avoid choking and try to find the low odor type!  Another favorite here of all the pups and dogs are cow hooves.  They are less stinky than bully sticks!


Stool eating is common in young puppies.  It is actually very tasty to them BUT needs to be stopped.  A puppy that eats 
his stool can be more susceptible to coccidia and bacterial infections (diarrhea that must be treated).  You can get a 
product called FORBID to sprinkle on the puppy’s food for about a week.  If this doesn't work, do another week.  If your 
puppy is eating other dogs or cats food, you must also put it on that animal’s food as well.  This product makes the 
stool taste bitter.   If this doesn't work, use the bitter apple spray on the stool and leave and allow the pup to sniff or go 
ahead and eat.  It will learn that this tastes bad and will hopefully get him out of this habit.  Most pups also grow out of 
this.  Some say pineapple helps their stool taste bad and also provides possible nutrients they are lacking.

Urinary Infection or Vaginitis:
Female pups are more prone to vaginitis and UTI’s.   As pups, they aren’t  the best at cleaning themselves and the fecal matter has to drop down past the vulva which can expose ecoli to the urethra.  Thick discharge or frequent urination is a sign you need to see the vet for antibiotics.  

Licking genitals  All dogs clean themselves by licking their genitals.  This is NOT a behavior to try and stop.  This is a 
natural behavior and is not to be considered a behavior problem at all. 

Humping behaviors can be common in mainly male puppies, but I have also seen females do this!  This is mostly a 
dominance behavior but can also be hormonal.  Of course the males need to be neutered as early as possible around 6 months old.  Males not neutered early will regress with their potty training and start to mark their territories in your 
house!   You can discourage this behavior in a puppy with distraction with a toy or verbal command to come here.

Crying and Whining in crate: Most puppies will cry in the crate the first few nights.  This is a very important time to set 
standards and routines.  Do not let the puppy out if he cries!    If you do --you are telling him its ok to cry that you will 
come get him every time he cries.  This is a learned behavior just like a newborn baby will learn to cry and receive 
attention.  You can comfort the pup verbally and make sure he is not soiled and is ok, you need to tell the puppy he is 
ok and you will let him out in the morning.  In a few nights (some puppies may take longer than others) most puppies will 
feel secure and cozy in their crate and actually will start to go to the crate and take naps.  One way to keep the puppy 
from crying is to save a favorite chew only for crate time.  I recommend NYLABONES, bully sticks or pic ears or even cow hooves.. This will keep him busy.  Chew toys are a must!  

Barking :
Usually a puppy doesn't start a barking habit until later on when they feel they "own the place" and need to 
protect it.  This can be a very annoying habit and is hard to break. Spray water bottle can be helpful but must be timed right to be effective. The only thing I have used effectively is a correction collar.  They make a citronella spray collar or a vibrate collar.  I would only use a shock collar as a very last resort.  Barking in the crate is common  at first, just ignore.  

Aggression needs to be corrected as a puppy very quickly.  A tiny puppy that shows aggression as a puppy is cute and we usually laugh at it or I have even seen people encourage this.  This is very bad and needs to be corrected NOW.   I would contact a personal trainer immediately if you can not correct the behavior..  I do not like to use aggression, but in this case it may be necessary to prove who is the boss. 
Some puppies can become overly possessive of their owners if overly spoiled as a new puppy.  I cannot stress the importance of how this will negatively affect the long-term attitude of your dog as an adult.  It is very important to socialize all puppies around other people and strangers during their growth and development.  Spoiled puppy= unhappy adult.  Loved and spoiled aren’t the same thing.   A puppy should meet 100 people or dogs it's first year of life to feel comfortable around strangers and not fear other dogs.

Hyperactive dogs can drive you crazy!  But they need time to run off their energy just like children.  In the mornings, let 
your dog run for a good 15 minutes to get his energy out during his potty break.  Do the same a couple times during the 
day.   A good exercise break will also discourage unwanted behaviors throughout the rest of the day.  Crate training can 
make them especially antsy and need to run!  So make time in your day to allow for this.

Scooting butt on the carpet!  Contrary to popular belief, this is NOT from worms!  It is a sign that your dog's anal glands 
need to be drained or they just had their rear shaved and is itchy.  Dogs have tiny scent glands on the inside of their anus that fill with fluid.  The groomer will take care of this as part of a normal groom on any toy breed dog (or they should).  Some dogs need this done very regularly while others do not.  It is a horrible smell and if your dog has full glands, they will leak some and you may notice the strange foul odor.  You can also take your dog to the vet to have this drained, and I would advise you to watch and ask how so that you can learn to take care of this yourself!  It’s not that difficult.  Utube has some instructional videos.

Puppies can be so much fun and add so much love into your family but you must be the pack leader and demonstrate 
early how you expect your puppy to act just as you would your child.  I highly recommend that you enroll in a puppy 
kindergarten or obedience class early on.  This is a great investment in your puppy’s future.  Some issues need a 
professional!  I have taken basic puppy classes at Petsmart and highly recommend them!  I have turned adult problem dogs around in less than 6 weeks with their methods (I believe they all use the same curriculum. 

POTTY TRAINING

Potty Training is probably the most difficult part of owning a new puppy.  Until the pup is about 12 weeks old, it is unable to really control or give you much warning when it needs to potty.  Most pups act nervous or sniff the floor and walk in 
circles.  Watch for this and say your command you choose, “need to go outside?”, “need to potty?” and take the pup 
outside or to your potty location.  Usually by 12 weeks a puppy can hold it about 6 hours at night.  I do not 
recommend taking a new puppy outside in temps lower than 40 degrees.  At this age they are very prone to catching 
colds.  I would recommend potty pads and when springtime comes, start the outdoor training.  Pups usually need to go #2 about 10 minutes after eating.  Pull food around 7pm and pull water 2 hours before bedtime.  Limit treats at night for last potty break.

Routine is the key to training success!  Choose the same times, same exit door when training, use the same location in yard and circle and do not pay much attention to the pup until it has pottied.  Then of course, make a huge celebration about it! You might also want to leave the poop on the ground for a few days so that it knows it is okay to go there.     
 
Crate Training while you are away for a maximum of 4 hour span during the day and 6 hours at night.  You will need a crate about 2 times the size of your pet, do not get a huge crate because the pup will just potty in the corner and be able to get away from it.  Start out with a small crate and increase again in a couple months.  The idea behind crate training is to teach the pup to hold it so that it does not soil itself.  From a very very young age, I see the puppies get off their blanket to potty on the training pads so that they do not have to lay in wet bedding.  So this is an instinctive behavior.  You must not put food or water in the crate at night.  If you are gone all day long to work, you will need to leave food and water.  Sometimes with a small pup, a water bottle is the cleanest method of watering.  They will usually turn over their water and get all wet.  I would leave a tiny crate type bowl with about a ½ a cup of puppy food in it.  It would be nice if you could go home at lunch to let the pup out.  Provide at least one small dry towel for the pup and one or two toys. Offer extended play times outside of crate whenever possible, at least 3 times per day.  Do not scold the pup for mistakes, they will happen.  If you scold the pup, it will learn that potty is a bad thing in general and will go hide to do this in a hidden location.  Make sure that you excessively praise the pup for pottying in the correct location EVERY TIME.  Make sure to use the training treats! 

Don’t forget to puppy proof your home BEFORE you bring him home!  Wires are an all time favorite! Secure together with zip ties and hide them the best you can.  

Exercise Pen Training/Potty Training Pads:  If you work 8 hours then you are probably gone 9-10 hours away from the 
puppy, then the crate training method is not recommended.  This many hours per day left in a crate can make a puppy go crazy!  I recommend the 30" wire exercise playpens that are collapsible.  They are easy to move around and you can make them as small or as large as you want.  At first you will just need to make it one panel by two panels wide. This gives the puppy about a 2 x 4 area.  The idea is to fill one side of the area with blanket or dog bed and toys and in the middle and food and water and on the other end, potty pads.  A puppy will learn not to soil its bed and play area and will always use the potty pad.  This will teach the pup that it is ok to use the potty training pads.  Of course when you get home take the puppy straight out to potty (weather permitting).  After the pup has reached about 6 months old , you can leave him with a small amount of water and then start to scheduled feedings.  This will reduce the number of bowel movements and the dog will usually learn to hold it till you get home.  You can at this time increase the size of the exercise pen to accommodate more play area!  After about 9-12 months you can usually put the exercise pen away and trust the pup in a room in the house (without carpet!).  By this age they should have also reduced their chewing needs and can hold their potty all day till you get home.

Doggie Door/ Outside Training is the best method by far. Our pups all know how to use the dog door.  But yours could be different.  To get pup familiar with your doggie door, have someone on the outside and you inside and pass the pup through the opening several times to help the pup understand and not to be afraid, praise the pup after using it correctly.  You may need to combine this method with some of the above methods.  But be careful not to confuse the puppy.  

COLLAR:  I prefer collars to harness but as a puppy do not leave the pup alone with a collar on until they are leash trained.  Pups can get their legs hung or jaw if left alone and collar is too big, or injury to neck if too small.  So keep a close eye on the collar adjustment!  A slip lead is a better tool for walking, and to help them not pull you!  Please do NOT use a retractable leash!  They are very dangerous to you and the dog!!  A small  4 ft lead is a great start.

IDENTIFICATION:  Name on collar and phone number!!!  It costs very little but is so very important to have your contact information on the collar!   Don't forget to register your puppy’s Microchip! It has already been implanted here!  It is like extra insurance if he got lost.   If your pup is found and the vet’s office or the shelter scans the pup, they will call the database and see if the number is registered.  Then they will have your contact information! It really doesn’t matter which company you register with, they all have connecting databases.

Dental care is very important in small  and medium breeds.  Usually a professional cleaning is required once per year.   This is also a good time to remove any retained baby teeth.   Food can collect around the retained baby teeth and the adult teeth and cause HORRIBLE breath and infection.   Dry dog food is good to keep their teeth clean, but you can also buy treats just for that.   You can tell when you dog needs a dental cleaning, look at the tartar on the back teeth.  Also, bad breath is also a sign they need a cleaning!!!  But sometimes the cause can be a dirty face!  So keep beard short clean and brushed.

See next page for Shopping list!


Some of these Items are available for purchase on site and now Shipping is Available! 
















SHOPPING LIST FOR NEW PUPPY OWNERS:

Visit our recommended products page. https://prairiehillpuppies.com/recommended-products/

NutriSource Small Medium Breed Puppy Chicken Meal & Rice Recipe 
NutriSource Large Breed Puppy Chicken and Rice Recipe 

Treats- small soft treats like Zukes Peanut butter or NutriSource Treats 

NuVet Supplement order online or call 800-474-7044 order code 97915
Nuvet Link: http://www.nuvet.com/97915 
   
Small food and water crocs.  These are heavy bowls and doesn't tip easily.
We really like the busy buddies found on our recommended products page. https://prairiehillpuppies.com/recommended-products/

Snuggle Puppy (heartbeat sound) A SLEEP saver for you!
Toys (puppy toys, age appropriate) At least 10, ROTATE OFTEN
	Stuffing Free, Crinkle Toys, Balls, Kongs, 
Toy box!  Get ready!!!
Small dog bed (simple- not expensive YET)
Benebones of all types for chewing
Bully Sticks (low odor ones!)
Pig ears (NO Rawhide)
Cow Hooves (Natural, they last about a month!)
Puppy Training Pads (Disposable )
Puppy Training Pads WASHABLE for underneath the disposable.
Collar/Leash Combo.  Size Small adjustable, 4 ft leash
Wire Exercise pen for either inside or outside unsupervised  play. (recommend 30" )
Baby gate for hall or carpets doorways
Small and Medium Size WIRE Crate -replace as pup grows
	
Soft slicker brush
Wire comb
Nail Clippers
R7 ear Powder
Zymox Ear Cleaner
Tropiclean Deep Cleansing Pet Shampoo
Tropiclean Deodorizing Pet Spray
Tropiclean Oral care kit for puppies
Assure Breath Spray / Teeth Spray 
Some of these items are available for purchase on site or for shipping to you!                                                   
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